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6.  What letter sounds are suitable for learning and teaching at junior secondary level?
The Useful Groups of Letter Sounds, as presented in the coloured card, is a collection of letter sounds that is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive.  It serves as a reference for teachers to identify letter sounds that can be problematic for junior secondary students and to set phonics-related learning and teaching objectives accordingly.  
The major groups of letter sounds that have been identified are:
	· 
	Consonant letter sounds

	· 
	Consonant digraph letter sounds

	· 
	Consonant trigraph letter sounds

	· 
	Consonant blend letter sounds

	· 
	Short vowel letter sounds

	· 
	Long vowel letter sounds

	· 
	Other vowel letter sounds

	· 
	Consonant-and-vowel digraphs

	· 
	Consonant-and-vowel trigraphs

	· 
	Silent letters

	· 
	Prefixes and suffixes

	· 
	Magic -e

	· 
	Silent -e

	· 
	-s endings

	· 
	-ed endings


Examples are provided to illustrate the letter-sound relationships.  For the sections “Consonant letter sounds” and “Consonant blend letter sounds”, the examples included are also used to illustrate more specifically whether the letter sounds occur in the initial or ending position of a word, and, for the sections “Consonant digraph letter sounds” and “Consonant trigraph letter sounds”, the initial, medial or ending position of a word.  
The letter sounds in the four sections mentioned in the previous paragraph are colour-coded to differentiate those that junior secondary students may have become familiar with by the start of Key Stage 3 from those that may be new or problematic to junior secondary students and can, therefore, be made the focus of the learning and teaching of phonics at junior secondary level.

For a recording of the letter sounds with examples, please refer to the Audio Clips section of the CD-ROM.












































































































































































































































































































PAGE  
11

